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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO SOUTH KOREA AND PRC 

REF: SUVA 0686 

1 . ROK AMBASSADOR HAN LIM LEE, RESIDENT IN CANBERRA, 

CALLED ON ME 17 MAY DURING HIS SECOND VISIT TO SUVA SINCE 
HIS ACCREDITATION TO FIJI LAST JUNE. HE WAS DISAPPOINTED 
THAT AS ON HIS PREVIOUS VISIT HE WILL BE UNABLE TO 

SEE PRIME MINISTER RATU MARA WHO IS PRESENTLY INVOLVED 
IN THE GREAT COUNCIL OF CHIEF'S MEETING HE IS HOSTING IN 
HIS HOME BASE ISLAND OF LAKEBA. THIS BROUGHT US TO THE 
QUESTION OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO SEOUL FOR 
7 JUNE TO BE FOLLOWED BY A VISIT TO CHINA 11-17 JUNE. 

2. SEEING THAT HAN HAD NOT FOCUSSED VERY MUCH ON THE PM'S 
VISIT DESPITE THE FACT THAT HE SAID THAT HE HOPED TO 
ACCOMPANY HIM OR OTHERWISE BE IN SEOUL FOR THE VISIT, I 
TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUGGEST TO HIM THAT RATU MARA IS 
INTERESTED IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND GENERALLY AGRICULTURE 
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AND THAT HE WOULD PROBABLY EXPECT TO BE SHOWN SUCH PROJECTS 
IN SOUTH KOREA HAVING EXPRESSED THE SAME DESIRE TO HIS 
PRC HOSTS. I EMPHASIZED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
WELL ADVISED TO SELECT CAREFULLY THE PROJECTS TO BE SHOWN 
TO THE PM BECAUSE HE CAN BE COUNTED UPON TO MAKE COMPARISONS 
BETWEEN THE RESULTS OBTAINED IN A FREE MARKET ECONOMY AND 
THOSE IN A COLLECTIVIST ECONOMY LIKE IN CHINA. 
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3. HAN’S INTEREST PICKED UP WHICH ENABLED ME TO DRAW A 
PROFILE OF RATU MARA AS A POLITICAL LEADER OF SOME 
INTERNATIONAL STANDING EXCEEDING THAT OF THE PRIME MINISTER 
OF A SMALL ISLAND COUNTRY LIKE FIJI. I POINTED OUT THAT 
ROK SHOLD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF VISIT TO HELP RATU MARA GET 
A FIRST HAND UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPRESSIVE ECONOMIC 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF SOUTH KOREA AND NOT ASSUME THAT THIS 
SHOULD BE KNOWN TO THE FIJIAN PRIME MINISTER OR THAT HIS 
KNOWLEDGE AND APPRECIATION OF THEM ARE NOT OF GREAT 
IMPORTANCE. 

2. AMBASSADOR HAN REPEATED EXPRESSSIONS OF APPRECIATION 
FOR THE SUGGESTIONS ABOVE BUT LEFT A LINGERING DOUBT IN MY 
MIND AS TO WHETHER HE WILL GO ALL OUT TO MAKE A DETERMINED 
EFFORT TO INFLUENCE THE PROGRAM FOR RATU MARA'S VISIT 
TO SEOUL. EMBASSY SEOUL MAY WISH TO CONSIDER THE 
ADVISABILITY OF TALKING TO MOF ALONG THE LINES SUGGESTED 
ABOVE. THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT RATU MARA WILL BE 
COMPARING ROK AND PRC AS FAR AS RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
IS CONCERNED. 
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